
 

Meet the Great Gray Owl 

The world's largest species of owl  

 
 

A large facial structure helps direct sound 
to their ears.  

No ear tufts, but one ear is higher than 
the other to help them easily pinpoint 
sounds. 

Known as the ‘Phantom of the north’ 
because of how silent it can be.   

 

 

When it hears prey, it will silently 
fly until ready to catch it.  

In the winter it can even break 
through layers of snow! 

  



 

Meet the Rough-Skinned Newt 

One of the most poisonous creatures 
 

 

 

Newts are a type of 
salamander. 

It has rough skin and 
flat tails. 

 

 

 

 

When a threat appears, the newt 
curls its tail up and lifts its head to 
show the bright yellow warning 
color.  

Its skin can produce a powerful 
toxin (poison). 

If touched, it causes skin 
irritation.  

 

 



 

Meet the Northern Flying Squirrel 

The gliding rodent 

 

Flying squirrels don’t 
actually fly, they glide. 

They can glide up to 65 
feet (as long as a bowling 
lane).  

A special furry layer 
between their wrists and 
ankles works as a 
parachute. 

 

 

 

Large black eyes help them collect 
more light.  

They see very well at night. Almost 
the same that humans can see 
during the day!  

 

 

 
 
  



 

Meet the Wolf Lichen  

The vibrant fungus 

 

 

 

A bright yellow-green fungus that grows 
on the bark of trees.  

The yellow pigment is toxic for 
mammals.  

Native tribes used it to make a yellow 
dye.   

 

 

 

 

It doesn’t like freezing temperatures, 
but it can survive in them.  

It stops growing until the temperature 
warms up.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Meet the Whiteleaf Manzanita   

The fiery plant 

 

 

This plant relies on fire to reproduce.  

The seeds have a hard cover.   

Fire breaks the cover for germination to occur. 

 

 

 

It holds the leaves all year round.  

During the hot days, the leaves will tilt away 
from the sun to reduce overheating and 
water loss.  

 

 

 

It has twisted branches covered with smooth, red 
bark that peels and reveals a bright green bark that 
can photosynthesize.  

Dead branches are rot resistant.  

 
Meet the Dwarf Oregon Grape  

The fast growing shrub 



 

 
 
 
 
The root tubers can survive 
low severity fires. 
 
It can regrow the damaged 
parts. 
 
Without fire, it quickly grows 
and spreads.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The inside of the roots are bright yellow. 
 
That yellow contains medicinal properties 
traditionally used by native peoples. 
 
It also protects the plant from harmful 
microorganisms.  
 
 


